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BOARD MEETING AGENDA

Date:  
Thursday, October 20, 2016


Time: 12:30PM
Place:  Main Lafayette Library, 301 West Congress Street, Lafayette, LA 70501
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT on today’s agenda items (3 minutes per person)

III. Approval of minutes from August 25, 2016
IV. Recognition and handing out of certificates to Registered Interior Designers newly registered during 2016 

V. Guest welcome- Registered Interior Designers, Students and Faculty from ULL

i. Board overview
ii. NCIDQ exam

iii. LA Intern Interior Designer status

VI. OLD BUSINESS
a. Chairman’s Report- D. Steinmetz 
b. Administrative report- S. Edmonds 
c. Legal/Disciplinary Report- A. Dow

VII. NEW BUSINESS

a. Budget Report
b. Review of applications for Interior Designer status:
i. Emily Cerniglia

ii. Suzanne Adler
VIII. NEXT MEETING DATE –December 8, 2016
IX. ADJOURN 
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OPINION NUMBER 88-162

90-B-4 PUBLIC MEETINGS - State & Local
Governing Bodies

R.S. 42:4.1
R.S. 42:4.2(B)
Ms. Lydianne V. Scallorn, CMC R.s.4z€
City Clerk/Treasurer R.S. 42:
City of Minden Open Meetings: Public Bodies'may meet in
P. O. Box 580 various locations but are subject to Open

Meetings Law when a quorum is present and
a matter over which the body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction or
Dear Ms. Scallorn: advisory power will be discussed.

Minden, Louisiana 71058

You have requested an opinion of this office
concerning whether it is appropriate for the Council Members
and the Mayor of Minden to attend executive board meetings of
the Chamber of Commerce when invited to discuss planning for
growth and expenditures within the city. Your concern is
twofold:

1) Whether it is proper for the council to
attend meetings at various organizations
rather than holding the meetings at the
reqular place of business, i.e. city
hall?

2) Whether Louisiana Revised Statute 42:4.1
is applicable to such meetings?

As to the first issue Louisiana Revised Statute 42:7
states in part:

A(l) All public bodies, except the

legislature and its committees and
subcommittees, shall give written public
notice of their regular meetings, if
established by law, resolution, or

ordinance, at the beginning of each calendar
year. Such notice shall include the dates,
times, and places of such meetings. All
public bodies, except the 1legislature and
its committees and subcommittees, shall give
written public notice of any reqular,
special, or rescheduled meeting no later
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than twenty-four hours before the meeting.
Such notice shall include the agenda, date,
time, and place of the meeting, provided
that wupon approval of two-thirds of the
members present at a meeting of a public
body, the public body may take up a matter
not on the agenda . . .(emphasis added)

This statute states that notice should be given of the
location of the meetings of the public body but does not
specify that the location has to be a permanent one. Indeed,
the language requiring notice of the location of the meetings
logically leads to the conclusion that the meetings can be held
at different locations as long as notice is given. Attorney
General Opinion Number 78-10 makes a similar finding with
regard to holding the regular meetings of a public body at

various locations. Also, Attorney General Opinion Number 81-21
states that the statutes do not dictate "how often or where
such meetings should be held." You may also refer to Attorney

General Opinion Number 77-1508 which impliedly recognizes the
validity of a police jury attending a joint meeting with a
quorum of board members of a parish planning and zoning board.

Insofar as your second question is concerned, it is
the opinion of this office that if a quorum of the members of
the council members meet, then the requirements of La. R.S.
42:4.1 are invoked with the exception of “chance meetings or
social gatherings of members of a public body at which there is
no vote or other action taken including formal or informal
polling of the members." R.S. 42:4.2(B). The clear and
unambiguous mandate of the legislature is that the Open Meeting
Laws are to be liberally construed. R.S. 42:4.1.

In Common Cause v, Morial, 506 So. 2d 167 (La. App.
4th Cir. 1987), the court found that in addressing the Audubon
Park Commission the Mayor of New Orleans had not violated the
Open Meeting Laws because there was no "discussion or active
exchange of views to elevate the gathering to the level of a
meeting." The legislature did not agree with this view and
amended subsection (A)(1) of R.S. 42:4.2 to include in the
definition of a meeting "the convening of a public body by the
public body or by another public official to receive
information regarding a matter over which the public body has
supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power."
(emphasis added) R.S. 42:4.2(A)(1). Meetings within the ambit
of Title 42 include all gatherings where a quorum is present
and all stages of the decision-making process, except as
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mentioned above. Therefore, if the council members of Minden
are discussing the planning for growth and expenditures within
the city of Minden or receiving information about such matters
at these meetings with the executive board of the Chamber of
Commerce, this would certainly qualify as a "matter over which
the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction or
advisory power" and the requirements of the Open Meeting Laws
would thereby be invoked.

In conclusion, a quorum of the council members of the
City of Minden may meet with the executive board of the Chamber
of Commerce, but to do so the requirements of Louisiana Revised
Statute 42:4.1 must be met. If you have any further questions
concerning this opinion, please contact this office.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. GUSTE, JR.
Attorney General
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EMMA EVILLIER
Staff ttorney
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